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DTA Consulting on Fourth Iteration of TDIF 
The DTA is consulting on the fourth iteration of the Trusted Digital Framework (TDIF) as an important 
part of improving public service delivery. The fourth iteration of the TDIF will be released in early 
2020. The consultation covers interoperability with other Trust Frameworks, including the Australian 
Payment Council’s TrustID Framework, the consideration of cross-recognition of digital identities 
created in New Zealand and Singapore identity programs and broadening the TDIF to support 
organisations and agencies that choose to undergo accreditation.  
▪ The TDIF sets rules and standards that the govt uses to accredit digital identity providers to offer 

a digital ID service. The consultation will focus on the 19 policies for private sector organisations 
wanting to be an accredited digital identity provider.  

▪ The TDIF also defines the requirements for participating in the troubled GovPass project which to 
date has cost the govt nearly AUD150m (USD102m).  

▪ There remains a need to enact legislation that will ensure that strong citizen protections are in 
place. 

 
DTA and AIIA sign Agreement to Improve Collaboration between Govt and Industry 
The Digital Transformation Agency (DTA) and the Australian Information Industry Association (AIIA) 
have agreed to exchange information, experiences and expertise to aid in the digital transformation 
of govt agencies and govt services. Collaboration is now seen as important to driving innovation. The 
two parties will look at ways SMEs and start-ups can play a bigger role in govt procurement.  
▪ The AIIA and DTA has signed an earlier deal to look at suggested initiatives and activities between 

the govt and industry in Mar 2018. 
 
Facebook Responds to the Digital Platforms Inquiry (DPI) 
Facebook published a 141 page response calling the DPI an inquiry based on misunderstandings and 
mischaracterisation. Facebook says its business model has been conflated with that of Google and 
that Facebook, in actuality, is a friend to small businesses and advertisers. Facebook argues over-
regulation of its business could have an adverse impact on the Australian economy and that the DPI 
“fails to acknowledge the significant power and influence held by Australian media companies”. 
Facebook supports 15 of the 29 areas of action mentioned in the DPI report released by the ACCC but 
its response is likely not to sit well with local politicians nor with the ACCC which can be expected to 
make a strong rebuttal. 
 
Google Responds to DPI, Shorter than Facebook’s 
In a blog posting, Google has expressed that it does not understand why the Australian govt would 
want to directly intervene in the Android operating system when the Apple iOS is the most used 
mobile operating system in Australia and Microsoft’s Windows is the most used PC based operating 
system in Australia. Google also feels the proposal for regulatory sanctioned revenue sharing 
negotiations between platforms and news publishers were not taken into account on the existing 
commercial arrangements between Google and Australian news outlets and the broader value 
Google gives them through referred web traffic and technology. 
 
Govt Extends Broadcasting Services Determination 2019 for Three Years 
The determination was set to sunset on 1 Oct. In the Digital Platforms Inquiry (DPI), the govt would 
like to harmonise media regulation for traditional media companies and those that deliver media 
services over the Internet. The govt intends to look at whether the digital livestreaming of TV and 
radio services should be regulated under the Broadcasting Services Act and the extension of the 
determination, also known as the Alston Determination, will give the govt the time to do that. 
 
ACMA Publishes Five Year Spectrum Outlook (FYSO) 2019-23 
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https://www.dta.gov.au/news/people-and-business-centre-digital-identity-standards?utm_source=DTA+blog+list&utm_campaign=db4221d88b-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_427c57f270-db4221d88b-183691995
https://www.dta.gov.au/our-projects/digital-identity/trusted-digital-identity-framework
https://dta-www-drupal-20180130215411153400000001.s3.ap-southeast-2.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/files/aiia/aiia-dta-mou-2019.pdf
https://www.innovationaus.com/2019/09/Facebook-cranks-up-attack-on-ACCC
https://ia.acs.org.au/article/2019/facebook-to-australian-govt--butt-out.html?ref=newsletter
https://australia.googleblog.com/2019/09/google-on-accc-digital-platforms-inquiry.html
https://www.paulfletcher.com.au/media-releases/media-release-alston-determination-extension
https://www.acma.gov.au/theacma/five-year-spectrum-outlook?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ACMA%20releases%20final%20FYSO%20201923&utm_content=ACMA%20releases%20final%20FYSO%20201923+CID_657a5da4759b238d2d41596350f4406f&utm_source=SendEmailCampaigns&utm_term=Addendum%20to%20FYSO%20201923


 

TRPC  APAC  BYTES |  OCT  2019  ISSUE  |  Page 3 

 
 

The FYSO lays out the current and future spectrum management priorities of the ACMA including its 
plans for 5G wireless broadband spectrum, IoT applications and satellite. The ACMA will consider the 
impact of spectrum allocation on downstream markets and the state of and opportunities for 
competition in those markets. 
▪ The ACMA is cognizant of the fact that 5G will utilise spectrum across a wide range of frequency 

bands including ‘low-band’ spectrum below 1GHz, much of which is already used for mobile 
broadband networks, ‘mid-band’ spectrum between 1 and 6GHz, some of which is already used 
for wireless broadband and ’high-band’ spectrum, above 6GHz, specifically the mmWave bands. 

 
Right to Delete Included in CDR Legislation 
The right for consumers to have their personal data deleted as a part of the Consumer Data Right 
(CDR) has been included in the Treasury Law Amendment (2019 Measures No 2) Bill 2019 introduced 
in the lower house of Parliament. The amendment does not lay out how the right to delete will work 
but the ACCC is tasked to develop the rules on how a deletion request can be made by consumers, 
what makes a request valid, how the data must be deleted and reasons why a request for deletion 
could be refused. The right to be forgotten is difficult to build into tech systems and requires a lot of 
processes. Implementation of the right to delete could take quite a long time. 
 
Senate Committee to Look into Fintech and Regtech Industries 
The new Select Committee on Financial Technology and Regulatory Technology has been formed and 
is expected to publish a report by Oct 2020. It will look into the size and scope of the fintech and 
regtech opportunity in Australia, the barriers to technology uptake in the financial sector, 
benchmarking Australia to comparable global regimes and just how effective current initiatives are in 
promoting fintech and regtech start-ups.  
▪ The committee will also monitor the effectiveness of the Open Banking regime in Australia. This 

committee comes closest to Australia developing a national fintech strategy something which the 
industry association FinTech Australia has been a strong advocate of. The committee will start 
accepting submissions and organising public hearings over the year of its inquiry. 

 
Australia to Set up Deregulation Taskforce 
The taskforce will look at ways to reduce the costs of regulation and one of its primary 
focus will be on getting beneficial major infrastructure projects up and running sooner. This 
could involve telecom projects. The Taskforce will examine issues like regulatory 
complexity, the length of time for approvals and duplication across levels of govt. It will 
also look into the adoption of regtech solutions which help businesses navigate and comply 
with regulatory conditions. 
 
House Committee to Look at 5G Deployment 
The House of Representatives Standing Committee on Communications and the Arts is opening an 
investigation into 5G mobile network technology and its deployment in Australia. It is accepting 
submissions until 1 Nov as the committee investigates the capability, capacity and deployment of 5G 
along with understanding 5G applications. 
▪ Huawei continues to warn that Australia risks losing out on 5G opportunities if the Chinese 

equipment vendor is barred from the Australian market. Huawei claims it is willing to open and 
let the Australian govt test its products and technology.  

▪ The ACCC and TPG are halfway through their court case over the ACCC blocking the merger 
between TPG and Vodafone. TPG used the Huawei ban as the excuse for not building out its own 
mobile network which would have been fourth in the market. 

 Impact Analysis: The committee will however not address national security concerns of 5G 
which has been a huge topic of contention between China and the US over Huawei.  

 

https://www.innovationaus.com/2019/09/Govt-unwraps-CDRs-right-to-delete?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter%20329%2019%20September%202019&utm_content=Newsletter%20329%2019%20September%202019+CID_f36cbccd4c6d198c8b091cb6efa9caa6&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=Govt%20unwraps%20CDRs%20right%20to%20delete
https://www.innovationaus.com/2019/09/FinTechs-get-a-new-Senate-focus?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Newsletter%20328%2017%20September%202019&utm_content=Newsletter%20328%2017%20September%202019+CID_2149a53066f690777b0677319008b3f0&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=FinTechs%20get%20a%20new%20Senate%20focus
https://www.treasury.gov.au/review/deregulation-taskforce
https://www.zdnet.com/article/australian-house-committee-to-examine-5g-deployment/
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ACMA Primary Planning Document for 2019-20 made Available 
The ACMA corporate plan 2019-20 has been released. In an environment of data driven 
technologies, changing consumer expectations, and a need for greater collaboration the ACMA will 
dedicate itself to safeguarding Australians online, making spectrum available to optimise its value to 
the Australian community and building its internal data and analytics capacity to track regulatory 
and market developments in Australia and across the globe.  
▪ The ACMA research program for 2019-20 will look at the interconnectedness between the four 

layers of applications/content, devices, transport and infrastructure. Research undertaken by the 
ACMA will support its regulatory decisions, informing them with evidence. Planned projects 
include spectrum technology studies, a 5G market study, an IoT roadmap and an analysis of the 
wholesale services markets. 

 
Cyber Security Strategy Consultation Starts 
The Ministry for Home Affairs is consulting on the new Cyber Security Strategy to be delivered in 
2020 and has released a discussion paper. It builds on the 2016 Cyber Security Strategy and 
submissions, to take into account the changes in the cybersecurity landscape since 2016, are 
welcome until 1 Nov.  
The Ministry will concurrently run a number of workshops across the country to collect ideas. A panel 
of cybersecurity experts will be appointed to guide the strategy and its implementation.  
▪ Cybersecurity incidents cost Australian businesses AUD29bn (USD20bn) per year and cybercrime 

affected almost one in three Australian adults in 2018. 
▪ In Sep the Department of Human Services held a cyber wargame called Operation Tsunami which 

looked at a cyber attack on a fictional city called Shell Cove. 46 players participated in the 
exercise. 

 
NBN Co Releases 2020-23 Corporate Plan 
The plan stresses the importance of delivering a high-level consumer experience on the 
network. Revenue growth is forecasted to reach AUD3.7bn (USD2.5bn) in 2020 and 
AUD5.9bn (USD4bn) by 2023. 11.5 million homes and businesses are to be connected by 
Jun 2020. NBN Co hopes to transition from an infrastructure builder to a full-scale service 
delivery provider. 

https://www.acma.gov.au/theACMA/acma-corporate-plan?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Engage%20issue%2091%20August%202019&utm_content=Engage%20issue%2091%20August%202019+CID_8a32ae3f9408881304cb0e5ce00860d2&utm_source=SendEmailCampaigns&utm_term=primary%20planning%20document
https://www.acma.gov.au/theACMA/current-researchacma-program?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ACMA%20research%20program%20201920%20released&utm_content=ACMA%20research%20program%20201920%20released+CID_955a3fb16de8511bb014ab922e63f52d&utm_source=SendEmailCampaigns&utm_term=ACMA%20website
https://www.acma.gov.au/-/media/Research-and-Analysis/Research/pdf/ACMA-research-program-2019-20_Aug-2019-pdf.pdf?la=en
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/reports-and-publications/submissions-and-discussion-papers/cyber-security-strategy-2020
https://www.nbnco.com.au/corporate-information/media-centre/media-statements/nbn-co-on-track-for-network-completion
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CAC Issues Draft Regulations for Online Platforms to Combat Illegal Content 
Under the draft regulations, all online platforms are required to carry out real-time monitoring, and 
to implement management systems and procedures to ensure any inappropriate and illegal content 
that may endanger the national security and disrupt social order and economic stability, to have 
been effectively blocked. Platform operators should leverage on computer algorithms to create 
positive and educational content such as those promoting core socialist values. 
▪ Rules governing information highlighted under hot topics and most searched terms should be 

tightened to promptly eliminate prohibited content. Various penalties ranges from warnings, 
fines and revocation of licenses could be imposed on platform operators in violation of the 
regulations, that may also be subjected to other joint disciplinary actions through the 
establishment of the social credit system. 

 
MIIT Issues Guiding Opinions on Industrial Big Data Development for Public Consultation 
The Guiding Opinions on Industrial Big Data Development aims to promote the strategic 
development and integration of big data, AI, and the Internet with the manufacturing sector. This 
includes multi-sector collaboration, leveraging big data technologies in the entire product 
development cycle, as well as the establishment of related security protection systems. 
▪ By 2025, data collection and sharing mechanisms will be set up, with converged resources to 

facilitate the development of national big data centres. Manufacturing industries’ capability in 
data collection, storage and analytics will be enhanced to be applied in product design, 
manufacturing process, business operation and management.  

▪ The Guiding Opinions outline twelve major tasks to be undertaken. They centre on resources 
allocation, deployment of applications and business models that leverage big data technologies, 
development of core technologies and capabilities in big data analytics and strengthening the 
regulatory environment to safeguard against security risk related to industrial big data. 

 
Shanghai Unveils Three-Year Action Plan to Bolster AI Development 
The three-year action plan outlines various initiatives to achieve a world class AI ecosystem in 
Shanghai by 2021. An investment fund amounting to CNY10bn (USD1.4bn) will initially be established 
by a consortium of state-owned enterprises and private equity firms. Major banks will partner with 
Yitu Technology to provide CNY50bn (USD7bn) in credit to the municipal govt. 
▪ Four AI research institutes including the Shanghai AI Smart Algorithm Institute and SenseTime’s 

global R&D Center has commenced operation. In addition, 15 big data innovation labs and 10 AI 
labs will be jointly set up by academic institutions and enterprises. 

 Impact Analysis: The action plan mainly focuses on the provision of funding and capital 
investment to subsidise key AI projects and establish labs to spur application development and 
research collaboration between academic institutions and enterprises. The strategic plan also 
recognises the urgent need to nurture AI talent and aims to double the size of the talent pool to 
200,000 in three years, mainly through recruiting experts from top universities and research 
institutes. However, with competing demands from cities like Beijing and Tianjin, and a global 
shortage of AI talent, especially those who have strong expertise in fundamental research, the 
goals will be difficult to achieve. On the other hand, Beijing has formulated a more 
comprehensive long term strategy not only to cultivate AI talent but also to integrate AI with 
educational system. 

 
10 Enterprises Selected for the National Open Innovation Platform for AI 
10 leading AI enterprises have been chosen by the MOST to foster the development of applications in 
different verticals. Among them are Yitu Technology for computer vision, PingAn for inclusive 
finance, Huawei for fundamental hardware and software, Qihoo 360 for cybersecurity. Other focus 
areas also include supply chain, education and smart home. 
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https://technode.com/2019/09/12/cac-recommendation-algorithms/
http://www.cac.gov.cn/2019-09/11/c_1569729939897372.htm
http://www.miit.gov.cn/n1278117/n1648113/c7393004/part/7393029.docx
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201908/31/WS5d6a6bd3a310cf3e35568fc9.html
http://chinainnovationfunding.eu/dt_testimonials/action-plan-for-promoting-the-integration-and-development-of-artificial-intelligence-with-education-in-beijing/
https://equalocean.com/ai/20190829-10-companies-joins-the-national-open-platform-for-next-generation-ai
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▪ According to the Guidelines on Building the National AI Innovation Platform issued by MIIT, 
selected enterprises will lead in the initiation of AI research, to development application in their 
respective sectors with the sharing of expertise and data, and collaborating with SMEs in 
application testing. 

 
Huawei Proposes to Address Security Concerns through Licensing 5G Technologies 
Huawei’s CEO offers to license 5G technologies to the US and global equipment manufacturers so 
that these companies can have on-going access to patented know-how, software code and 
production knowledge and companies would be allowed to change the source code to ensure there 
are no hidden backdoors embedded in the equipment. 
▪ The proposal aims to address the security concerns raised by countries like the US, Australia and 

Japan that Huawei can carry out espionage on behalf of its govt. The sharing of advanced 5G 
technologies can also help these countries to build up their own capability in the 5G industry 
while Huawei receives a licensing fee. 

 Impact Analysis: Huawei has extended an olive branch to the Trump administration and other 
countries in the hope that overseas licensees could continue to adopt Huawei’s 5G technologies. 
However, the feasibility of this proposal and how effective the licensing arrangements can relieve 
the security risks perceived by these Western countries are highly questionable. It is unlikely that 
China’s govt will allow the company to share the core 5G technologies, revealing all the software 
code and manufacturing techniques to competitors like Nokia, Ericsson. While the proposal 
sounds attractive to US equipment manufactures especially those smaller ones which may not 
yet have the advanced technological capabilities, it is plausible that the licensing agreements can 
still be subject to China's National Intelligence Law which requires the tech giant to provide any 
data to support, assist, and cooperate with state intelligence work. 

 
Ministries Released Guiding Opinions to Strengthen Cybersecurity Protection for Industrial Internet 
10 govt agencies including MIIT, SAMR, State Administration of Science, Technology and Industry for 
National Defense, has published the Guiding Opinions for Industrial Internet Cybersecurity Protection 
which specifies the goals and major tasks in strengthening the capabilities of industrial Internet, and 
to develop innovative products in safeguarding information and cybersecurity protection. 
▪ By 2020, a preliminary security management system and mechanisms are to be set up and 

established for monitoring, inspection, information sharing and emergency response. Besides, at 
least 20 key cybersecurity standards on equipment, platform and data is expected to be 
formulated. 

▪ In terms of industrial development, at least 20 innovative products and solutions for security 
protection in crucial sectors such as automotive, electronic information, aerospace and energy 
will be developed and piloted. By 2025, a comprehensive security management system will be 
established with the core competitiveness of industrial Internet security companies greatly 
enhanced. 

 
WeChat Pay Reportedly Launching Online Consumer Loan Service in Q4 
Tencent will launch its online credit payment service, Fenfu, operated under WeChat Pay in Q4 to 
provide users with a virtual credit card or micro-credits in direct competition with Alipay and 
JD.com’s payment platforms. 
▪ In Q2, Tencent’s fintech and business services outperformed the gaming, online advertisement 

and digital content divisions with revenues surging 37% y-o-y to reach CNY22.9bn (USD3.23bn). 
 Impact Analysis: Tencent’s foray into the consumer finance market is relatively late as compared 

to JD Finance’s Internet credit product, Baitiao, launched in 2014 to allow online shoppers to 
repay in instalments. Similar products like Huabei and Ant Installment were unveiled by Alipay in 
2015 to provide consumers with virtual credit card and installment plans. Alipay currently has 
700 million domestic users of which over 100 million are active Huabei users. On the other hand, 

https://www.bbc.com/news/technology-49673144
http://global.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201908/29/WS5d672668a310cf3e355687ab.html
https://kr-asia.com/tencent-is-incubating-a-new-credit-payment-product-to-take-on-ant-financials-huabei
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with household debts and the outstanding loans from these payment platforms continuing to 
climb, the govt may tighten regulations on online lending. Thus, it remains to be seen whether 
the new entrant can leverage its 800 million Wechat Pay users to grow the market and share a 
slice of the pie. 

 
Huawei Debuts World Fastest AI Training Cluster 
Atlas 900, boasted to be world fastest cluster for training AI, takes 10 seconds less to complete the 
training as compared to the previous record and demonstrates its powerful computing and 
processing capability. It can be utilised in different areas of scientific research and business 
applications such as astronomy, weather forecasting and autonomous driving. 
▪ The company will continue to conduct basic research in processor architecture and develop 

processors for AI, smart devices, smart screens and general computing. The home-grown 
processors will not be sold as standalone products but embedded in its cloud services and 
integrated solutions.  

▪ Huawei will ramp up its support to nurture five million more application developers by providing 
an additional funding of USD1.5bn. 

 
Xiaomi to Promote Wireless Charging Technologies through Industry Alliance 
Xiaomi will be setting up an industry alliance and work with different sectors to promote wireless 
charging technologies and products. 
▪ The device maker recently launched the world’s first 30W wireless charging device equipped with 

strong reverse-charging capabilities that can fully charge a 4,000mAh battery in 69 mins. 
▪ The company will continue to research 40W wireless flash charging technology and invest in the 

development of smartphones with wireless charging capability. Their latest handset Mi9 Pro 5G 
will support both wireless flash charging and wireless reverse charging. 

 
China Mobile Completes Construction of 20,000 5G Stations in 52 Cities 
China Mobile aims to launch 5G services by end-2019, and has built over 20,000 5G base stations in 
52 major cities, of which Beijing accounts for 3,500. 
▪ In Jun, the company was awarded with spectrum in the 2.5-2.6GHz and 4.8-4.9GHz frequency 

bands and network construction is estimated to cost CNY24bn (USD3.4bn). 
 
China Unicom, China Telecom Join Forces to Build 5G Networks in 15 Cities 
China’s second and third largest carriers vow to collaborate on 5G network construction in 15 cities 
including Beijing, Shanghai, Tianjin and Nanjing to reduce infrastructure spending. 
▪ On their own, China Unicom and China Unicom will roll out 5G networks in 10 and 19 provinces 

respectively for cities in Guangdong and Zhejiang provinces. 
 

https://www.huawei.com/en/press-events/news/2019/9/huawei-computing-strategy-atlas-900-ai-training-cluster
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201909/09/WS5d763a25a310cf3e3556a954.html
https://www.telegeography.com/products/commsupdate/articles/2019/09/06/china-mobile-deploys-20000-5g-base-stations/?utm_source=CommsUpdate&utm_campaign=4526307b99-CommsUpdate+06+September+2019&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0688983330-4526307b99-11657397
http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/a/201909/11/WS5d788a75a310cf3e3556afe2.html
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HKEX, Ping An OneConnect Team up to Deploy Fintech Solutions and Data Analytics 
HKEX and PingAn’s fintech arm OneConnect has sealed an agreement to explore areas of 
collaboration that can facilitate mutual access in Chinese and global financial markets and strengthen 
the ecosystem of capital markets in Hong Kong. 
▪ Initiatives will focus on fintech solutions, applications of data analytics and AI technologies to 

support financial institutions in the Greater Bay Area. 
 
HKMA, BIS Ink Pact to Kickstart Innovation Hub Centre 
Under the Operational Agreement, HKMA and Bank for International Settlements (BIS) will deep dive 
into fintech developments most relevant to the operation of central banks, develop public 
technology applications that can enhance the efficiency of the global financial system, as well as 
foster exchanges and sharing of knowledge and insights from BIS’l banking experts. 
▪ Apart from Hong Kong, BIS is planning to establish two other Hub Centres in Singapore and Basel 

in Switzerland. 
 
OFCA Announces Applicants for 5G Auctions 
According to OFCA, all four incumbent MNOs, namely, HKT, Hutchison, CMHK and SmarTone will be 
participating in the upcoming 5G auctions where a total of 380 MHz spectrum in the 3.3GHz, 3.5GHz 
and 4.9GHz bands will be made available for bidding. Three auctions will be held in succession, with 
the 3.5GHz band auction starting on 14 Oct. 
 
CA Updates Administrative Guidelines on CLOTS   
In light of the emergence of new technologies and new business models, CA has decided to 
strengthen the licensing conditions in the Class Licence for Offer of Telecommunications  
Services (CLOTS) which were introduced in 2007. The CA has launched a consultation and 
subsequently revised the Class Licence and the administrative Guidelines which will take effect on 26 
Oct. 
▪ Major changes to the licensing conditions include the introduction of a registration requirement 

for those CLOTS licensees with 10,000 or more service subscriptions. Existing CLOTS licensees will 
be granted a three months’ grace period to complete the registration process by 26 Jan 2020.  

▪ The Guidelines also specify CLOTS licensees are required to provide CA with updates on the size 
of their customer on an annual basis and confirm if their operation remains active with an 
updated registered information. 
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http://fintechnews.hk/10062/various/hkex-pingan-fintech/
https://www.hkma.gov.hk/eng/news-and-media/press-releases/2019/09/20190918-4/
https://www.telegeography.com/products/commsupdate/articles/2019/09/16/four-incumbents-line-up-for-hong-kong-auctions/?utm_source=CommsUpdate&utm_campaign=ce51289e71-CommsUpdate+16+September+2019&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_0688983330-ce51289e71-11657397
https://www.coms-auth.hk/filemanager/statement/en/upload/520/gn152019.pdf
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India and France Conclude Roadmap on Digital Technology  
India and France have concluded a roadmap to work together on making digital technology a 
“transformative factor in their societies, to fight terror, to foster economic growth, sustainable 
development and secure enhanced internet access which is essential to bridge digital divide”.  
▪ The two nations have agreed to work together on risks associated with 5G deployment and 

technical solutions required to deal with them. 
▪ They also recognise the risks associated with the circulation of fake news and profiling of 

personal data, and called for the development of a framework to regulate social media 
platforms. 

 
MeitY Constitutes Committee of Experts to Deliberate on Data Governance Framework 
MeitY has decided to constitute a committee of experts to deliberate on a data governance 
framework and recommend measures to regulate non-personal data. The newly-formed committee 
under the Chairmanship of Mr Kris Gopalakrishnan, Co-founder, Infosys, is also expected to look at 
the role of the proposed Data Protection Authority, and whether non-personal data will also be 
regulated by it. 
 Impact Analysis: The constitution of this committee is timely given the growth of the digital 

economy as well as the fact that privately collected digital data is increasingly becoming a 
necessary requirement for policy making and public service delivery in many areas. 

 
MeitY to Release Whitepaper to Seek Feedback on Non-personal Data 
MeitY may come up with a white paper on non-personal data (community, anonymised and 
ecommerce) held by companies, that will be opened for wider public consultation before a policy on 
non-personal data is formed. The govt may also consider leaving it to the ministries or regulators to 
define which kind of data should come under the purview of such a policy.  
▪ MeitY has already sought the views of 10-15 stakeholders on non-personal data and enquired 

whether there was a case to mandate free access to community, anonymised or ecommerce 
data, and whether the Data Protection Authority (DPA) should be the regulator with respect to 
all non-personal data. 

 
RBI Considering Bringing Payment Aggregators and Gateways Under Direct Supervision 
The RBI has issued a discussion paper on “Guidelines for Payment Gateways and Payment 
Aggregators”, which suggests certain alternative approaches for regulating their activities, such as 
continuing the extant instructions with minor changes; limited regulation; and full and direct 
regulation. Feedback will be accepted until 17 Oct. 
▪ As per the current guidelines, these companies are indirectly supervised by the RBI. Banks with 

which these entities have business operations are required to create a nodal account and 
scrutinise the daily settlements in these accounts. 

 
Govt Launches Common Digital Platform for Issuance of Electronic Certificates of Origin  
The govt has launched the Common Digital Platform for issuance of electronic Certificates of Origin 
(CoO). This platform will be a single access point for all exporters, for all Free Trade Agreements 
(FTAs) and Preferential Trade Agreements (PTAs) and for all agencies concerned.  
▪ The Certificate of Origin, which will be issued electronically, can be in paperless form if agreed to 

by the partner countries, and authorities of partner countries can verify its authenticity online.  
▪ The platform will be made live for FTAs in a phased manner as per the agreement of 

the concerned partner countries. 
 Impact Analysis: Currently, around 700,000 CoO are being issued annually by notified agencies 

around the country through manual processes. The Digital Platform for the issuance of 
electronic CoO will centralise the process, increase efficiency and reduce the time and cost 
involved. 
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https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/india-france-conclude-pathbreaking-roadmap-on-digital-technology-partnership/articleshow/70797599.cms
https://meity.gov.in/writereaddata/files/constitution_of_committee_of_experts_to_deliberate_on_data_governance-framework.pdf
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/tech/ites/meity-whitepaper-to-seek-opinion-on-non-personal-data/articleshow/70953366.cms
https://rbidocs.rbi.org.in/rdocs/PublicationReport/Pdfs/DPSSDISCUSSIONPAPEREFCF5B7E17F9431185BD4FD57E540F47.PDF
https://commerce.gov.in/PressRelease.aspx?Id=6711
https://www.opengovasia.com/india-launches-digital-platform-to-issue-certificates-of-origin/
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TRAI Seeks Views on Deferring Interconnection Usage Charges 
TRAI has issued a Consultation Paper on "Review of Interconnection Usage Charges", to explore the 
possibility of deferring the implementation of the zero-interconnect usage charges (IUC) regime that 
was supposed to come into effect in Jan 2020. TRAI’s rationale behind deferring this is that 
consumers are yet to migrate completely to data calls, and that the imbalance in voice traffic 
between operators still exists.  
▪ At present, interconnect charge is paid by the call-originating telco to the destination operator. 

But under the proposed Bill and Keep (BAK) system, the call-originating telco, which also bills the 
user, would keep the money, thus making it a zero-IUC regime.  

 
TRAI Seeks Feedback on Reforming the Guidelines for Transfer and Merger of Telecom Licenses 
TRAI is seeking inputs on reforms to simplify and speed up approvals for M&A proposals in the 
telecom sector. The paper follows a request from the DoT in June, as in many merger proposals, 
entities have filed petitions before the Telecom Disputes Settlement Appellate Tribunal (TDSAT), 
seeking to quash certain conditions imposed on them by DoT guidelines on M&As. 
 
Telcos Oppose Move for Local 5G Standards  
Telcos have opposed the move by the Telecommunications Standards Development Society, India 
(TSDSI) to push for the development of local 5G standards, including the large cell low mobility 
(LMLC) network capability standard. Industry has questioned whether LMLC will be made mandatory 
since it only applies to rural areas.  
▪ The current requirement will lead to challenges in interoperability such as international roaming, 

product testing, and economies of scale.  
▪ Indian telcos and the European Union’s standards body have sought harmonisation of 5G 

standards, which are still at formulation stage globally. 

https://main.trai.gov.in/sites/default/files/PR_No.75of2019.pdf
https://main.trai.gov.in/sites/default/files/CP_19092019.pdf
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/telecom/telecom-policy/5g-rollout-may-be-delayed-as-telcos-spar-with-tsdsi/articleshow/70941072.cms
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President Orders Breakthrough to Accelerate “Making Indonesia 4.0” Roadmap 
President Joko Widodo, at a limited Cabinet meeting, has ordered a breakthrough to encourage the 
acceleration of the industry 4.0 roadmap. The launch of Making Indonesia 4.0 for integrating 
strategies to enter the industrial 4.0 era was held at the Indonesia Industrial Summit in Apr 2018.  
▪ Making Indonesia 4.0 provides a clear direction for the growth of the national industry with a 

focus on developing five manufacturing sectors – namely food and beverages, automotive, 
textile, electronics, and chemicals – that will be piloted, and undertaking 10 national initiatives to 
strengthen Indonesia's industrial structure. 

 
Govt Encourages Use of AI in Public Services 
During the Youth Dialogue 2019, Kominfo Minister Rudiantara called for greater utilisation of AI in 
public services, particularly in the use of chatbots for customer service. More critically, Rudiantara 
also reiterated the govt’s commitment to accommodate technological developments with a light-
touch regulation approach. 
 
Govt Encouraging Transfer to Digital TV 
Kominfo is once again pushing for the switch from analogue to digital television to allow more 
efficient use of spectrum. However, this is constrained by the continuing revision of the Broadcasting 
Law. 
 
OJK, BI Reaffirm Commitment of Fintech Industry to Financial Inclusion  
The Indonesia Fintech Expo 2019, jointly organised by OJK, BI, Indonesian Fintech Association 
(AFTECH), Indonesian Joint Funding Fintech Association (AFPI), and the Indonesian Sharia Fintech 
Association (AFSI), will focus on “Innovation for Inclusion.” The event has been made free to the 
public in hopes of fintech solutions aiding Indonesia to achieve 75% financial inclusion by 2019.  
▪ BI will also use the opportunity to socialise the QR Code Indonesia Standard (QRIS) that was 

launched in Aug 2019. 
 
OJK Monitors Fintech through Supervisory Technology 
OJK has begun implementing Supervisory Technology (SupTech) to develop the fintech corporate 
ecosystem that is included in Digital Financial Innovation (IKD).  
▪ The implementation of SupTech in IKD was marked by the inauguration of a mini page on the OJK 

portal, named the Electronic Gate of Digital Financial Information System (Gesit) as a medium of 
interaction between OJK, IKD organisers and the public.  

Gesit is an early form of SupTech development for IKD, SupTech will later become a monitoring tool 
for providers that have been registered with OJK by using the technology. 
 
Grab on the Offensive to Secure Marketshare  
Grab Indonesia has collaborated with Sejasa.com to launch a ‘clean and fix’ service. In addition to 
ticket, billing, hotel, video and prone credit services, the offer of ‘clean and fix’ pushes Grab closer 
towards an everyday super app. Grab is also backing the merger of Ant Financial-funded DANA and 
OVO, a digital payments firm in which it owns shares, to compete with main rival Gojek in the digital 
payments market. 
▪ Competition between the two major players is tight. For instance, Gojek recently followed Grab's 

in offering an app-based taxi service at Soekarno-Hatta International Airport. 
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https://en.antaranews.com/news/132088/president-orders-breakthrough-to-accelerate-industry-40-roadmap
https://www.kominfo.go.id/content/detail/21566/menkominfo-dorong-pemanfaatan-kecerdasan-buatan-untuk-layanan-pemerintah/0/berita_satker
https://www.kominfo.go.id/content/detail/21635/pemerintah-dorong-transformasi-teknologi-tv-analog-ke-tv-digital/0/berita
https://ojk.go.id/id/berita-dan-kegiatan/siaran-pers/Pages/Indonesia-Fintech-Expo-2019-Komitmen-Regulator-dan-Industri-Fintech-Terhadap-Inklusi-Keuangan-di-Indonesia-.aspx
https://www.idnfinancials.com/news/28259/ojk-monitors-fintech-supervisory-technology
https://www.idnfinancials.com/news/28487/grab-launches-clean-service
https://www.thejakartapost.com/news/2019/09/11/grab-in-talks-to-merge-indonesian-payment-firms-to-overtake-gojek-sources.html
https://jakartaglobe.id/context/gojek-follows-grab-to-offer-online-taxi-service-at-soekarnohatta-airport
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MIC Revises Spectrum Reorganisation Action Plan 
The MIC has published its latest annual revision to the Spectrum Reorganisation Action Plan, focusing 
to accelerate the commercialisation of 5G by 2020. 
▪ The MIC aims to add another 2,500 MHz worth of spectrum in the 2.3GHz, 2.6GHz, 3.7GHz, 

4.5GHz, and 28GHz bands for 4G and 5G use by end-2020. It will also allocate another 150 MHz in 
the 5.3GHz and 5.8GHz bands for Wi-Fi by end-2020. 

▪ The MIC also considers the 4.9GHz, 26GHz and 40GHz bands as candidates for 5G, and will 
proceed with technical considerations including sharing conditions with existing wireless systems 
for allocation in 2020. 

▪ Notably, the MIC has expressed the “promotion of dynamic frequency sharing” as a key goal for 
2020, and aims to construct a dynamic frequency sharing system by 2020. 

 
KDDI Joins Mobile Payment Alliance 
KDDI has joined the Mobile Payment Alliance (MoPA), which was established in Mar 2019 with an 
aim to promote cashless payments in Japan. The other three members of MoPA are popular social 
messaging company LINE’s LINE Pay, fellow telco NTT Docomo’s d-barai, and Merpay, the payments 
arm of e-commerce marketplace Mercari. 
▪ MoPA promotes QR code interoperability by allowing the QR codes from each of the four mobile 

wallets’ merchant partners to be recognised across LINE Pay, d-barai, Merpay, and now KDDI’s au 
wallet apps. 

 
Govt Mulls Smartphone-based Rewards Program to Offset Consumption Tax Hike 
The proposed program will offer JPY5,000 (USD47) reward points for customers who use the national 
identification "My Number" cards and load JPY20,000 (USD188) in their account for smartphone 
payments. 
▪ The program aims to offset the 8 to 10% increase in consumption tax beginning in Oct, as well to 

encourage the adoption of MyNumber cards and m-payment services.  
 
Facebook Underreported JPY500m in Taxable Income 
Facebook has since cooperated with local tax authorities and paid the additional levies of over 
JPY100m (USD934,000) following reports it had underreported around JPY500m (USD47m) in taxable 
income over two years through to 2017. 
▪ Facebook, and other tech giants have come under increased scrutiny, for reporting incomes in 

other regions, such as Ireland which have a 12.5% effective corporate tax rate compared to 
Japan’s 30% tax rate. 

 
Intel Enters Partnership for Tokyo 2020 Olympics  
Intel’s partnership with the International Olympic Committee (IOC) will see the company providing a 
broad range of innovative, state-of-the-art technological solutions at the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games.  
▪ These include the use of virtual reality (VR) to train venue managers, 5G connectivity to 

immersive viewership experiences and facial recognition technology to accelerate ID checks for 
athletes, volunteers, media, and staff members. 

 
Tokyo Public Facilities to Be Opened for 5G Network Installations 
The govt will be opening up public facilities such as buildings, parks, and roads to allow 
telcos to install 5G base stations, in particular districts around competition venues for the 
2020 Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics have been designated as key priority areas.  
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http://www.soumu.go.jp/main_content/000642376.pdf
https://news.kddi.com/kddi/corporate/english/newsrelease/2019/09/18/4026.html
https://mainichi.jp/english/articles/20190902/p2g/00m/0bu/006000c
https://mainichi.jp/english/articles/20190829/p2g/00m/0bu/063000c
https://newsroom.intel.com/news-releases/intel-2020-tokyo-olympics/#gs.5y70jd
https://www.nippon.com/en/news/yjj2019082901206/tokyo-govt-facilities-to-be-opened-for-5g-network.html
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Digi 5G OpenLab to Roll Out 
Digi and Cyberview Sdn Bhd have collaborated to launch the 5G OpenLab at RekaScape which is 
expected to be officially launched in Oct. The lab will allow academics, businesses and developers to 
test new 5G use cases and prototypes, benefiting from 5G’s super high-speed, massive bandwidth 
and ultra-low latency connectivity in a live, controlled environment. The trials will be conducted 
using 100 MHz of the 3.5GHz spectrum. 
▪ Use cases such as a smart education virtual reality learning space and an augmented reality 

avatar for smart cities and digital healthcare, Smart Hospitals and 5G connected ambulances will 
be trialled. 

 
5G Final Report Expected to be Ready by Oct 
MCMC has announced that the 5G implementation final report is expected to be completed in Oct 
and that the National 5G Special Task Force would submit it to the Communications and Multimedia 
Minister. 
 
MDEC Named Nine Digital Transformation Lab Partners 
The nine new Digital Transformation Lab (DTL) named by MDEC are: ABB Malaysia, Alpha Catalyst, 
Ernst & Young, Fusionex, Mawea Industries, Polymath, PwC Consulting Associates, Rockwell 
Automation and Siemens. These new additions have brought the total number of DTL partners to 14. 
▪ Through DTL partners, Malaysian companies will be able to obtain assistant in enhancing 

competitiveness, provided with a structured approach. This will also help businesses achieve 
their intended outcomes via digital transformation. 

 
KKMM’s Approval on the National Digital Identity (ID) 
A detailed study on the implementation model of the National Digital ID will carried out by MCMC 
starting in Sep for a period of nine months, that will identify a holistic framework and will propose 
recommendations to the govt on the appropriate models and how to best address citizens’ needs. 
The study will involve collaboration between the govt, private sector and academia.  
▪ The National Digital ID is an advanced method of authenticating one’s identity online. 

It is not a substitute to the existing National Registration Identity Card (NRIC), or 
mandatory. 

 Impact Analysis: The initiative to make digital transactions seamless may seem like a good 
move but concerns were raised around the readiness of the govt’s infrastructure and if it is 
robust enough to protect the nation’s personal data. Is the need of a separate system really 
required from the existing national identity card, MyKad. Issues such as identity theft, online 
scams and privacy will be more vulnerable with the existence of a digital ID. 

 
Approval on the Implementation of the National Fiberisation and Connectivity Plan (NFCP) 
MCMC has approved the NFCP five-year plan (2019-2023) which aims to make the country’s mobile 
and fixed network more comprehensive, of high quality and affordable.  
▪ The NFCP implementation would be based on two pillars: 1) A series of infrastructure projects 

funded by either the Universal Service Provision (USP) Fund or commercially by the service 
provider, and 2) Setting in place the right policies to facilitate the deployment of infrastructure 
nationwide. 

▪  MCMC has stated that the NFCP is a much-needed plan that sets out strategies, targets, and 
actions items for Malaysia’s digital connectivity. The NFCP is also expected to create new jobs, 
improve the standard of living, and attract investments into suburban and rural areas. 

▪ Meanwhile in Johor, a state level committee will be established to monitor and coordinate the 
implementation of the NFCP. The committee will also oversee the infrastructure development 
initiatives seeking to improve communications and multimedia services in Johor. 
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https://www.thestar.com.my/business/business-news/2019/09/18/digi-to-open-its-5g-openlab-this-oct-1
https://www.mcmc.gov.my/media/press-clippings/final-report-on-5g-implementation-to-be-ready-by-o
https://mdec.my/news/mdec-names-nine-more-digital-transformation-lab-partners/
https://www.mcmc.gov.my/skmmgovmy/media/General/pdf/Siaran-Media-Digital-ID.pdf
https://www.mcmc.gov.my/skmmgovmy/media/General/pdf/MEDIA-STATEMENT-ON-NFCP.pdf
https://www.mcmc.gov.my/media/announcements/pelaksanaan-pelan-gentian-optik-dan-kesalinghubung
https://www.mcmc.gov.my/media/press-releases/mcmc-clarifies-allegations-on-national-fiberisatio
https://www.kkmm.gov.my/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&id=233&Itemid=541&lang=ms
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Axiata, Telenor Partnership Talks Called Off 
Discussions between Axiata Group and Norway’s Telenor in the creation of a telecoms joint venture 
has ended “due to some complexities involved in the proposed transaction” as claimed by Telenor. 
However, Telenor still welcomes future discussions to deal with Axiata. The initial joint venture was 
on a proposed non-cash combination of both entities’ telecom and infrastructure assets in Asia that 
could have been a great competitor to Singapore Telecommunications (SingTel). 
 
  

https://www.malaysiakini.com/news/490957
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GSMA Completes Workshop for Telecom Policymakers and Regulators 
The GSMA has conducted a third workshop with the MCIT for policy-makers and regulators in 
support to Myanmar’s burgeoning mobile sector, and to help the MCIT create and implement 
mobile-related laws and policies. 
▪ The workshop is focused on the economic contributions of the mobile industry; how it can 

stimulate economic growth as well as accelerate digital inclusion. 
▪ The GSMA has announced three new capacity-building courses for policymakers and regulators: 

mobile regulation for socio-economic development, spectrum management, and mobile money 
for financial inclusion. 

 
Yangon City Development Committee (YCDC) Enabling E-Services Through Partnerships 
The YCDC has signed agreements with AYA Pay, KBZ Pay, and CB Pay to build a YCB payment system 
for residents to pay for a range of e-services via YCB app. 
▪ The YCB app will facilitate the payment of several govt services, including land tax, property tax, 

general tax, and garbage collection bills. It has a payment history tracker that will enable users to 
compare their bills and consumption from one month to the next. 

▪ Many of the YCDC’s bill-collection processes have long been inefficient, as employees had to 
deliver thousands of paper bills door-to-door, and payers were expected to make payments in 
person. 

▪  The YCB payment system hopes to simplify the entire process and also reduce the number of 
risks inherent to cash payments. 
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https://www.gsma.com/spectrum/resources/gsma-ministry-communications-myanmar/
https://www.mmbiztoday.com/articles/ycdc-partners-local-mobile-payment-systems
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Govt Working to Protect Maori Works in Copyright Act Review 
The govt will look into whether there should be a new legal framework to protect Maori intellectual 
property (IP) and what that framework should look like. A recommendation has been made that 
there should be a new regime established separate from the existing IP regimes like the Copyright 
Act 1994 but aligned with them. 
 
Coalition Govt releases Economic Plan Overview 
The plan aims to make the country’s economy more productive, sustainable and inclusive as well as 
looking to address long term challenges. The plan calls for investing in new technology and ensuring 
that the country stays at the forefront of digital innovation. Growing Maori businesses is also a key 
plank, and that can be achieved partly through getting those businesses better connected to the 
Internet and the digital economy. The word “innovation” pops up quite often in the plan and how the 
govt hopes to make businesses less risk adverse and more confident in investing in innovative local 
firms. The plan lists many initiatives the govt is organising to achieve the goals listed. 
▪ The govt will put in an additional NZD9m (USD5.6m) in New Zealand Technology Incubators to 

help businesses scale up and commercialise their ideas. 
 
Ministry of Health Issues Digital, Data and Technology Services, Minimum Requirements 
The requirements fall into four categories – general, security, data and commercial – and set out the 
minimum level health organisations must maintain for their digital, data and technology services. 
Data the organisations collect should be compliant with govt published standards including those put 
out by the Health Information Standards Organisation (HISO) and the Health Information Security 
Framework. The Ministry is supportive of a move to a more open and cloud-based delivery of digital 
services. The requirements will be updated annually.   
▪ The New Zealand Health IT Cluster (NZHIT) has said some of these requirements will become 

mandatory and its members should be aware of the difference between conformance and 
compliance with the requirements from the Ministry of Health. “[Compliance] prescribes the 
adherence to a certain standard and requires that a particular standard is adopted in order to 
achieve specified outcomes.” The NZHIT was glad with the new list of requirements as it 
addressed past inconsistencies and the need for a central body to issue a direction in the 
application of standards, data governance, security, cloud delivery and interoperability. 

 
InternetNZ Publishes Paper on Internet Content Blocking 
The paper “To block or not to block” looks at the different options available to the govt to keep New 
Zealanders from viewing undesirable content online. InternetNZ argues that a govt mandated 
content restriction requirement would hurt the trust New Zealanders have in the Internet and have 
human rights implications. InternetNZ says a govt action should be evaluated against a high threshold 
of necessity, proportionality, transparency, accountability and due process by a competent authority. 
The trade-off between the harm caused by the transmission of the undesirable content and the harm 
caused by implementing filters and blocks is difficult to calculate. It must to some extent reflect what 
the public wants and that should necessitate an open dialogue. In the wake of the Christchurch 
shootings there is a move to implement immediate measures, understandable, but they should be 
open to being revisited in terms of their efficacy. 
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https://www.mbie.govt.nz/business-and-employment/business/intellectual-property/matauranga-and-taonga-maori-and-the-intellectual-property-system/protecting-taonga-works-and-matauranga-maori/
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/sites/default/files/2019-09/Economic%20Plan.pdf
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/govt-plan-productive-sustainable-and-inclusive-economy
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/funding-boost-technology-incubators
https://www.callaghaninnovation.govt.nz/technology-incubators/world-class-support-deep-startups
https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/digital-health/digital-health-sector-architecture-standards-and-governance/digital-data-and-technology-services-minimum-requirements
https://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/digital-health/digital-health-sector-architecture-standards-and-governance/health-information-standards-0/approved-standards
https://assets.website-files.com/5b356de6e76363805aeede3c/5d647c203170552884e32349_NZHIT%20advisory%20to%20members%20on%20minimum%20requirements%20MOH%20August%202019%20-%20Final.pdf
https://www.computerworld.co.nz/article/666174/internetnz-calls-caution-internet-content-blocking/
https://internetnz.nz/sites/default/files/submissions/Content_Blocking_InternetNZ.pdf
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CEZA Suspends Operations of Fintech and Crypto Firms 
Following the investigations into the alleged investment scam run by Offshore Virtual Currency 
Exchange (OVCE) Principal Licensee Golden Millennial Quickpay, the Cagayan Economic Zone 
Authority (CEZA) has temporarily suspended all approved principal and regular licensees of financial 
technology (fintech) firms in Metro Manila.  
▪ CEZA is also conducting a review of reports submitted by licensees on their legal, regulatory and 

ethical compliance practices and standards. 
▪ Currently, CEZA has approved 25 fintech solutions and OVCE principal licensees and 15 regular 

licensees. 
 
FinTechAlliance.ph Adopts New Code of Ethics and Code of Conduct  
The industry association’s members have committed to a Code of Ethics and Code of Conduct for 
online lenders prohibiting the harassment and shaming of delinquent borrowers. This follows a spate 
of incidents with online lenders using personal and private data to publicly shame people for not 
repaying their debts.  
▪ The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP), Securities and Exchange Commission (SE), Anti-Money 

Laundering Council Secretariat, Bureau of Internal Revenue, Department of Trade and Industry, 
and the Insurance Commission are all partner agencies in the adoption of the code. 

 
Dito Invests PHP20.5bn in New DC 
The third telco entrant (formerly known as Mislatel) will be investing PHP20.5bn (USD395m) to build 
a DC in Clark Pampanga. The Dito Telecommunity DC’s location comes with little surprise, given Clark 
Global City is developed by Dito’s major shareholder Dennis Uy.  
▪ The 8ha DC will be modelled after Google’s campus-style headquarters and will also serve as a 

hub for Dito’s telecommunications R&D. 
 
Faster Internet Bill Filed 
House Bill 185, or the National Broadband Development Act, filed by 1Pacman party-list Rep. Mikee 
Romero, proposes to improve access and speeds in the Philippines through the promotion of broad 
market-led developments, and an enabling environment for the adoption of modern ICT technologies 
and policies.   
 Impact Analysis: While the current Duterte govt has made it a focal point of its administration 

to improve connectivity through schemes such as the revised national broadband plan and 
introducing a third telco to increase competition, the slow pace of improvements continues to 
draw criticism and a lack of confidence that connectivity in the Philippines will be sufficiently 
addressed by the current govt’s plans.    

 
DICT to Invest PHP1.2bn (USD22.9m) in 2020 on Free Wi-Fi 
The DICT will invest another PHP1.2bn (USD22.9m) into in its Free Internet Wi-Fi Connectivity in 
Public Places Project. The funding from the Free Public Internet Access Fund is sustained through 
spectrum user fees collected by the National Telecommunications Commission (NTC).  
▪ The DICT’s Free Wi-Fi project has come under intense scrutiny and criticism following its slow 

roll-outs and missed targets, with a 15% accomplishment rate. 
▪ As of Dec 2018, only 17 state universities and colleges out of the targeted 112 that had free Wi-Fi 

hotspots installed. 
▪ Felino O. Castro V is the new assistant secretary assigned by recently-confirmed DICT secretary 

Gregorio Honasan to oversee the DICT’s connectivity projects including the National Broadband 
Plan Backbone and Free Wi-Fi Internet Access in Public Places. 

PH
IL

IP
PI

N
ES

 

https://www.philstar.com/business/2019/09/20/1953219/ceza-suspends-operations-cryptocurrency-firms
https://www.rappler.com/technology/news/240276-fintech-alliance-philippines-code-of-conduct-online-shaming
https://www.philstar.com/business/2019/09/08/1949858/dito-investing-p20-billion-clark-data-center
https://www.philstar.com/business/2019/09/08/1949856/bill-seeks-faster-internet-connection-philippines
http://newsbytes.ph/2019/09/dict-gets-another-p1-2b-for-free-public-wi-fi-hotspots/
http://newsbytes.ph/2019/09/dict-names-new-assistant-secretary-for-broadband-free-public-wi-fi/
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Facebook Rolls Out Measures Boosting Advertising Transparency 
Ahead of Singapore’s upcoming General Election (GE), Facebook and Instagram will undergo more 
scrutiny by announcing its measures to bring in more transparency on its Singapore platforms that 
will cover advertisements relating to social issues. Advertisers on its platform will be required for 
identity and location confirmation, and also to disclose persons responsible for the advertisements. 
 
MAS Invites Applicants for New Digital Bank Licenses 
The MAS has begun accepting applications for new digital banking licenses which will be 
extended to non-bank players. This follows the announcement made in June, that MAS will 
be issuing up to two digital full bank licenses and three digital wholesale bank licenses. 
These new digital banks will be an addition to the existing digital banks established under 
MAS’ regulatory framework. 
▪ MAS welcomes submissions until 31 Dec. Successful candidates will be announced in mid-2020, 

and for successful applicants to commence business by mid-2021. 
 
MAS’ New Payments Regulatory Evaluation Programme (PREP) 
PREP was launched by the MAS and the Singapore Academy of Law (SAL), aiming to connect the 
payment industry with a streamlined process to gain access to the legal service providers, so to meet 
their compliance needs. PREP is expected to be formally launched in Nov. 
▪ PREP is currently on a two-month pilot with seven local and international law firms in 

participation. Feedback during this period will be taken in by MAS, and SAL to make 
adjustments to the programme as necessary. 

▪ Under PREP, payment firms can expect to receive a customised assessment report on 
regulations applicable to its payments business, with assurance that it will be 
sufficiently comprehensive in scope. 

 
Singapore’s First Data Protection-related MoU With Philippines’ NPC 
The signing of MoU between Singapore’s PDPC and Philippines’ National Privacy Commission (NPC) 
sets out an agreement to cooperate in facilitating cross-border data flows and to participate in the 
APEC Cross-Border Privacy Rules (CBPR) and ASEAN Cross-Border Data Flows Mechanism. 
▪  The MoU on data protection is one of the eight MoUs that was signed between the two 

countries’ President meeting in Manila. 
 
The Trade Finance Compliance (TFC) Aims to Combat Bank Fraud 
The new govt e-service is an addition to the nation’s Networked Trade Platform (NTP) that allows 
assess for financial institutions to fraud risks, and to address compliance challenges. TFC is a joint 
partnership between the MAS, Singapore Customs and financial institutions in a bid against money 
laundering and terrorism financing. 
▪  Data derived from permits issued by the Singapore Customs will be used in TFC with information 

that can be referenced for financial firms to augment checks for trade finance compliance. 
Traders may then give consent on the NTP for their data to be shared directly with financial firms 
of their choice. 

 
OneConnect, SMU signing of MoU for Developing a POC 
Under the MoU, a Proof of Concept (POC) on the possibilities of quantum computing to increase the 
capabilities of blockchain technologies will be developed in the research work by OneConnect 
Financial Technology (OneConnect) and Singapore Management University (SMU). SMU will be able 
to gain access to OneConnect’s business expertise, resources and blockchain technology to collect 
real data for research. 
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https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/facebook-rolls-out-measures-to-boost-advertising-transparency-ahead-of-singapores-general
https://www.mas.gov.sg/news/media-releases/2019/mas-invites-applications-for-new-digital-bank-licences
https://www.mas.gov.sg/news/media-releases/2019/new-initiative-helps-payment-firms-easily-access-specialised-legal-services-to-meet-compliance-needs
https://www.pdpc.gov.sg/News/Latest-Updates/2019/09/MOU-Between-PH-NPC-and-PDPC
https://www.opengovasia.com/data-protection-and-stem-among-8-mous-signed-by-the-philippines-and-singapore/
https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/banking-finance/new-singapore-govt-e-service-to-help-banks-combat-fraud
https://www.opengovasia.com/oneconnect-and-smu-sign-mou-for-augmenting-blockchain-capabilities-with-quantum-technology/
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▪ The research work aims to overcome obstacles faced in the use of blockchain, and to 
maintain strong consensus as the technology grows. Quantum technology will be used 
in the research to find ways to improve and enhance blockchain technology. 

▪ The developed POC will be used to demonstrate how quantum algorithms can be used 
in blockchain networks. 

 
Launch of the Asia-Pacific Legal Innovation and Technology Association (ALITA) 
ALITA will focus on promoting technology development and its adoption by the legal sector of the 
nation. Lawyers are encouraged to accept and adopt the use of technology into their practices for 
better efficiency that will help eliminate mundane manual tasks. With the incorporation of 
technology into legal practices, legal profession will have to expect changes in the future, and it is 
vital for the sector to undergo a retraining of tech skills. 
 
TVWS Use for Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) Goes on Trial 
As part of the Smart Nation Sensor Platform (SNSP) initiative, a six-month TVWS connectivity trial 
began in Aug. Conducted by GovTech, SLA and CAAS, Whizpace will be working with the agencies to 
explore TVWS long-distance wireless connectivity across Singapore’s five Southern Islands, 
supporting the deployment of technologies such as sensors, IoTs and robotics. 
First trial by CAAS involves the linking of ground closed-circuit TV video footage from an island back 
to the mainland, followed by a second trial to test the use of TVWS in connecting and controlling UAV 
flights and its effectiveness in transmitting high-quality video data in real-time.  

https://www.opengovasia.com/new-asia-pacific-legal-innovation-and-technology-association-in-singapore/
https://www.caas.gov.sg/about-caas/newsroom/Detail/govtech-sla-and-caas-to-trial-tv-whitespace-connectivity-to-singapore-s-southern-islands
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Govt to Strengthen Content Industry by 2022 
MSIT announced three strategies to further strengthen the domestic content industry by 2022, 
namely, 1) an investment of KRW1tn (USD838m), including a venture investment fund worth 
KRW450bn (USD377m); 2) proactively invest in 5G mobile communication-based immersive content 
and promote immersive culture and tourism projects; and 3) support overseas expansion of content 
and strengthen marketing of Hallyu-linked industries such as cosmetics, food and tourism. 
 
Further Cooperation on Public-Private Data Ecosystem 
MSIT held the first Data Alliance Strategic Committee meeting, the first step towards cooperation 
between private and public data, and the creation of an innovative ecosystem. The Strategic 
Committee is designed to support efficient, systematic promotion of vitalising entire value chain 
cycles, including the establishment of 10 Big Data platforms and centres, and the distribution and 
utilisation of data. 
▪ Headed by MSIT Second Vice-Minister Min Won-ki, the Committee comprises of 30 members, 

including from 10 ministries, Big Data platform operators and private experts. 
▪ Four sub-committees have also been formed: Policy and Institution, Quality and Standardisation, 

Distribution, and Performance Management. 
 
Push for Smart Home/Farm Standards 
The National Radio Research Institute (NASI) is pushing for the establishment of three national 
standards for 19 types of interfaces, including environment measurement sensors and safety sensors 
used in Smart Homes and Farms. 
▪ These standards were finalised through the multi-stakeholder cooperation between the fields of 

agricultural policy, research, practical application and standards establishment. 
 
Govt to Investigate Increased Cyberattacks from China  
The surge in cyberattacks by China on the South Korean govt will be investigated at the next 
National Assembly.  
▪ Since 2017, despite the number of cyberattacks by domestic hackers being on the decline, the 

overall number of cyberattacks on the South Korean govt has doubled, from 1,223 to 3,236 (as of 
Aug). This figure is expected to reach 4,860 by end-2019. Of these increased cyberattacks, the 
number conducted by Chinese hackers grew from 32 in 2015 to 1,063 in Aug 2019. 

 
Local Firms Work Around Japan’s Export Restrictions 
Following the tightening of Japanese exports on hydrogen fluoride, photoresists and fluorine 
polyimide, local firms such as Samsung and SK Hynix have begun stocking up on raw materials 
imported from China, Taiwan and Singapore and sourcing alternatives from local industries such as 
Soulbrain which will begin mass producing high-purity hydrogen fluoride prototypes Made from 
China-imported anhydrous. 
▪ The govt will invest over KRW2tn (USD1.6 bn) in 2020 into its local industries to further develop 

domestic capacity and self-reliance.  
▪ South Korea has also scrapped a military intelligence-sharing pact with Japan despite strong 

opposition by the United States in response to Japan’s tighter export controls. 
 
5 Million 5G Subscribers Expected by Year-end  
The number of 5G mobile subscribers is expected to surpass 5 million by end-2019 as 500,000 on 
average are added each month. The number of 5G users in South Korea reached 1,911,705 in Jul, 
with a net gain of 574,840 m-o-m, according to the MSIT.  
▪ SK Telecom’s 5G customers reached 791,241 (45.4% market share) followed by KT (30.8%), and 

LG Uplus (23.8%). 
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https://www.msit.go.kr/web/msipContents/contentsView.do?cateId=mssw311&artId=2195471
https://www.msit.go.kr/web/msipContents/contentsView.do?cateId=mssw311&artId=2184179
https://www.msit.go.kr/web/msipContents/contentsView.do?cateId=mssw311&artId=2195470
http://www.koreatimes.co.kr/www/tech/2019/09/133_275629.html
http://koreajoongangdaily.joins.com/news/article/article.aspx?aid=3067641
https://pulsenews.co.kr/view.php?year=2019&no=693492
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Google to Build Second Data Centre in Tainan 
Google plans to build a second data centre in southern Taiwan after the first one, located in 
Changhua Coastal Industrial Park, debuted in 2013. 
▪ Apart from engaging in environmental protection projects and using renewable energy, Google’s 

data centre also provides financial support totalling USD430,000 to over 40 schools and non-
profit organisations to strengthen STEM education and nurture talent through providing 
internships to university students. 

 
FSC Elaborates on Regulations Governing Virtual Banks’ Board Member Eligibility 
After Mega International Commercial Bank complains that their company representatives cannot 
serve as board members of Next Bank, their virtual bank, the regulator clarifies that banks can only 
appoint their directors to their virtual bank if there is no conflict of interest. 
▪  According to FSC, financial conglomerates and banks that do not have operations in Taiwan can 

appoint their executives to sit on the board of their virtual bank. Executives in charge of business 
functions other than those in direct competition with services offered by the virtual banks, such 
as information security, accounting and finance, and legal compliance can concurrently serve as 
board members in both organisations. 

 
Ministry of Interior Reassures Citizens of eID Security 
In response to legislators and academia’s questioning on the security of the eID and its potential 
invasion of privacy through tracking citizens’ whereabouts, the Ministry of Interior reiterates that the 
purpose of an eID is only to confirm the identity of the holder. Govt agencies cannot use eID for 
purposes other than those stated, and they will strictly abide by the Personal Information Protection 
Act in handling personal information. 
▪ Public’s concern on privacy arise partly from govt’s eID tender document which states that the 

eID must include tracking systems. The Ministry clarifies that the term tracking actually refers to 
tracking the manufacturing process, and each eID will have a unique identification that will be 
manufactured according to the ISO4443 standard to prevent theft and forgeries. 

 Impact Analysis: Other than legislators and academics, the Taiwan Association for Human Rights 
and the Judicial Reform Foundation also accused the govt of using the eID to track and monitor 
citizens’ daily lives and any eID data leaks can seriously undermine personal privacy and national 
security. With increased public awareness on personal information protection and their rights to 
privacy, it is important for the govt to engage and consult on public’s right at the beginning of 
their policy-making to increase transparency and ensure that the public has a clear 
understanding on the technologies deployed to allay privacy concerns. Without trust, the 
benefits of eID cannot be fully utilised and project spending will be wasted. 

 
Taipower, MOJ Join Hands to Strengthen Cybersecurity Systems 
Taiwan Power Company has signed an MoU with the Investigation Bureau of MOJ which aims to 
reinforce its cybersecurity system to ensure its infrastructure and electricity transmission is free from 
malicious cyberattacks. 
▪ While Taipower will leverage expertise from the Investigation Bureau to strengthen its 

cybersecurity management mechanisms, intelligence gathered by the govt agency can benefit 
other sectors by reducing their risk of cyberattacks. 

 
ITRI, Microsoft Advance Cooperation in AI Chip Application 
Leveraging Taiwan’s comprehensive semiconductor supply chain, ITRI and Microsoft have joined 
hands to develop technologies in the areas of edge computing, information security for AI chips and 
IoT devices to catalyse related applications. 
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▪ The two parties forge closer ties after a delegation organised by the MOEA with representatives 
from ITRI, Delta Electronics, Etron Technology, Inventec, MiTAC Information Technology and 
National Tsing Hua University visited Microsoft headquarters.  

▪ Microsoft has previously partnered with MediaTek to develop microcontrollers for IoT devices 
with security features supported by Azure Sphere. 

 
Taiwan to Release eID from Oct 2020 
Taiwan’s e-ID is slated for issuance in Oct 2020 together with the launching of a mobile app. The 
project, to be completed by Mar 2023, will cost NTD4.8bn (USD152.9m). 
▪ The e-ID offers better personal data protection by minimising the type of information displayed 

on the physical card to five and password-protecting the encrypted data on the chip. 
▪ Besides, the personal data are encrypted before it is uploaded to a govt cloud platform for inter-

departmental sharing and the govt agency cannot retain a copy of the information after 
accessing the data. 

 
Taiwan Unveils First Locally Developed Autonomous Minibus 
Taiwan’s Automotive Research & Testing Center (ARTC) will pilot test the newly developed 
autonomous minibus, which has attained level 4 full autonomous driving capabilities, under a 
regulatory sandbox in Q4 this year in collaboration with county or city govt. 
▪ The self-driving Winbus is jointly developed by local IT companies including Gigabyte Technology 

Co, Acer ITS, Inventec Corp, Kingwaytek Technology Co, and will be used for sightseeing, 
transporting commuters between metro stations and tramway stops. 

http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/taiwan/archives/2019/08/23/2003720986
http://www.taipeitimes.com/News/biz/archives/2019/08/27/2003721174
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The Digital Economy and Society (DE) Ministry Fights Fake News 
The DE Ministry has proposed numerous anti-fake news initiatives – school courses, public 
workshops, social media activities – to ensure the public is equipped to recognise fake news. 
▪ DE Minister Buddhipongse Punnakanta is speaking to the Education Ministry about adding a 

course on digital literacy to the school curriculum. 
▪ The DE Ministry has also planned activities to boost the general public’s digital literacy, including 

workshops and seminars that will build public awareness on the risks of disseminating false 
information. 

▪ The DE Ministry has also shared plans to set up an anti-fake news centre, that will be tasked with 
teaching online users how to filter unverified information they receive, by early Nov. 

▪  The DE Ministry has also mentioned the creation of an official Line account as a channel to detect 
and mitigate false rumours before they spread on social media. 

 
NBTC Formally Requests the Creation of a 5G Strategy Committee 
The National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission (NBTC) has written to Prime 
Minister Prayut Chan-o-cha, seeking for the establishment of a national 5G strategy committee to 
ensure a nationwide 5G adoption by 2020. 
▪ The committee would be chaired by the Prime Minister, who is expected to help streamline 

collaboration among various parties to get 5G development off the ground. 
▪ The NBTC argues that such a committee would be in line with similar initiatives launched in 

Vietnam, Indonesia, Malaysia, and Singapore, all striving to be 5G early adopters. 
▪ The NBTC has made 5G roll-out a key priority ahead of 2020, but several obstacles are in the way. 

Most notably, the slow process of spectrum recall and the lack of a strong push by telecom 
players. 

 
Thailand Enhances Micro-SMEs’ Adoption of Digital Solutions 
Thailand’s Prime Minister and Minister of Defence recently voiced his support to micro-SMEs’ 
adoption of digital technologies. 
▪ Micro-SMEs make up over 95% of all businesses across ASEAN member states. In Thailand, 

micro-SMEs are a major economic driver, contributing 43% of the GDP. 
▪ In this context, supporting micro-SMEs’ digitalisation efforts is an important part of the national 

digital agenda. 
▪ A key factor behind micro-SMEs’ success in the digital era is for public- and private-sector 

organisations to better understand the problems, issues, and obstacles they face as they try to 
adopt and deploy digital solutions. 

▪  In this sense, much remains to be done in Thailand to ensure the dividends of the digital 
economy are felt equally across businesses and industries. 

 
National Telecom, a New Telco, is Expected by Q2 2020 
National Telecom, a new Telco company formed by the merger of TOT Plc and CAT Telecom, is 
expected to start operating by Q2 2020. 
▪ The merger plan was formulated in 2018, as a solution to keep both state-run telcos afloat. 
▪  The merger has been approved by the State Enterprise Policy Office and must now be examined 

and approved by the cabinet. 
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Viettel Partners Nokia for 5G Trials in Ho Chi Minh City 
The city is the first in Vietnam to receive 5G services. 
 
Vietnam MIC Releases Draft Decree on Spam and Email 
The decree, once passed, will allow organisations and individuals to refuse spam calls and messages 
to their mobile phones. 
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TRPC is a boutique consulting firm which specialises in 
telecommunications and information technology, particularly the 
policy and regulatory issues associated with national information 
infrastructure development, with an emphasis on the Asia-Pacific 
region. We offer specialised advisory, research, and training services, 
with a focus on economics, regulatory and strategic business issues, 
and possess an extensive network of industry experts and 
professionals throughout the region. 
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